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J O H N W E S L E Y J U D D , C . B . , L . L . D . , F . R . S , , F . G . S . 

(1840-1916.) 

THE death, in fulness of years, of Professor J. W. Judd, which took 
place on March 3rd, 1916, leaves a memory of a wide range of 

observational work, very great powers of exposition, and a kindly 
spirit constantly made manifest in the encouragement and advancement 
of younger men. The biography and bibliography issued in his lifetime 
in the Geological Magazine (1905, p. 385) renders a detailed account 
of his career unnecessary. The present notice is a tribute to his con
tributions to our knowledge of the stratigraphy of Yorkshire and of 
neighbouring districts, and an expression of the loss felt throughout 
the British Isles by those privileged to receive his advice or to work 
with him in the laboratory and the field. 

After a varied apprenticeship in science as a schoolmaster and an 
analyst in Sheffield steel works, the result of a railway accident forced 
Judd towards an occupation that kept him in the open air. His first 
geological paper appeared in the Quarterly Journal of the Geological 
Society of London in 1867, " On the Strata which form the base of the 
Lincolnshire Wolds," in which he was able to show that marine repre
sentatives of t he Neocomian beds of the Continent occur in England. 
In two vertical sections, he compared the strata at Louth in Lincoln
shire with those of Speeton Cliff. In the same year he was invited to 
revise the Jurassic strata in Northamptonshire, Lincolnshire and 
Rutlandshire for the Geological Survey. A memorable paper on " The 
Speeton Clay " appeared in 1868 (Quarterly Journal of the Geological 
Society, vol. XXIV., p. 218),followed in 1870 by one on " The Neocomian 
strata of Yorkshire and Lincolnshire, with notes of their relation to 
beds of the same age throughout Northern Europe " (Ibid., vol. XXVI., 
p. 326). A description of " The anomalous growth of certain fossil 
oysters " (Geological Magazine, 1871, p. 355) has an interest for 
geologists in Yorkshire, one of the most remarkable specimens, a 
Placunopsis bearing the impression of Goniomya, having been obtained 
from the Cornbrash beds of Scarborough. 

Judd's memoir on " The Geology of Rutland, and parts of Lincoln, 
etc.," in explanation of Sheet 64 of the Geological Survey map, a work 
pleasantly illustrated by Frank Rutley, did not appear until 1875. 
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Meanwhile, he had joined the Education Department under Matthew 
Arnold as an Inspector of Schools ; but Jurassic rocks again attracted 
him, and the friendship of Lyell and Scrope enabled him to undertake 
considerable researches in the west of Scotland and on the Continent. 
His papers on " The Secondary Rocks of Scotland " {Quarterly Journal 
Geological Society, vol. XXIX., p. 97 : vol. XXX., p. 220, ai-d vol. 
XXXIV., p. 660) published between 1873 and 1878, not only proved 
the existence of Cretaceous strata in the Mull district, but gave renewed 
interest to MacCalloch's work among the igneous rocks of the Inner 
Hebrides. Though, like MacCulloch, he failed to realise the evidence 
that the granitic series of this area is intrusive in the central gabbros, 
the actual succession of these rocks is of small importance compared 
with his exposition of their Cainozoie age and his recognition of the 
sites of huge volcanoes comparable in extent to Etna. Crystalline 
igneous rocks were at that time regarded by Continental authors as ot 
necessity older than, the Eocene period—an obsession that infected 
France from Germany, and spread, under the influence of Rosenbusch's 
pupils, even to the United States. Judd's persistent advocacy of the 
application of Lyellian principles to the study of volcanoes saved 
British petrology from the literary confusion induced by these academic 
aberrations. His services to science in this respect may be com
pared with those rendered by Hutton, Playfair and von Buch in the 
eighteenth century when they broke the tyranny of the "Wernerian 
domination. 

Judd's appointment, in 1876, to the Professorship of Geology in 
the Royal School of Mines marks the beginning of a new epoch in the 
teaching of the subjpct. For the first time in the history of the institu
tion, students were given access to collections of specimens which they 
were encouraged to handle for themselves. The work of Sorby, whom 
Judd had met in Sheffield, bore fruit in organised courses in which the 
microscope played an important part. Those who, like the present 
writer, attended the lectures at Jermyn. Street in 1876. and who found 
that Judd's descriptions of natural processes were also lessons in the 
" humanities," were led to take every opportunity of viewing earth-
features in the field. After a trial course with a limited number of 
students in 1877, regular laboratory instruction in geology was or
ganised in the new buildings at South Kensington in the autumn of 
1878, and the example thus set was followed by Cambridge, and 
subsequently by all the Universities in our islands. 
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The fact that for a long period geology was placed on the curriculum 
of every associate student in the Normal College of Science, as well as 
in the Eoyal School of Mines, brought some sixty men under Judd's 
influence in every yea1". The Geological Surveys and universities of 
the English-speaking world in consequence bear testimony to much 
that was gained from his personality, in addition to the discipline 
acquired from following his ordered modes of work. 

In 1888, Judd contributed to the Proceedings of the Yorkshire 
Geological Society (vol. IX., p. 474) a paper on " The Relation between 
the Central Societies and the Local Ones "—an important subject 
that has been again raised by one of his pupils, Sir Thomas Holland, 
in an address in recent years. 
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